[Radiofrequency ablation of primary lung cancer: a single centre experience].
Radiofrequency ablation is a new interventional radiological technique for the treatment of primary or secondary lung tumors of small size (less than 3 cm) in inoperable patients or patients unsuitable for external radiotherapy. This procedure is already used in liver and renal cancers and metastases, and is now being evaluated in primary and secondary lung tumors. We have followed-up, by CT scanning, 12 consecutive patients with primary lung tumors treated by radiofrequency ablation in our institution between 2004 and 2008. Our study shows that radiofrequency ablation is well-tolerated with few minor side effects (75% pneumothorax) and no major side effects. Moreover, it gives good local control (8.3% local progression). Radiofrequency appears to be a valuable alternative to surgery for inoperable patients presenting with a small primary lung tumor.